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seen on examination to have been arrived at by
attending only to particulars few, trivial, or irrele-
vant, are turned out in as much profusion as if
they dropped from an intellectual machine; and
debates in the House of Commons may be constantly
read, which consisted wholly in the exchange of
weak generalities and strong personalities. On a
pure Democracy this class of general formulas has
a prodigious effect. Crowds of men can be got to
assent to general statements, clothed in striking
language, but unverified and perhaps incapable of
verification ; and thus there is formed a sort of sham
and pretence of concurrent opinion. There has been,
a loose acquiescence in a vague proposition, and then
the People, whose voice is the voice of God, is
assumed to have spoken. Useful as it is to demo-
cracies, this levity of assent is one of the most
enervating of national habits of mind. It has
seriously enfeebled the French intellect. It is most
injuriously affecting the mind of England. It
threatens little short of ruin to the awakening intel-
lect of India, where political abstractions, founded
exclusively upon English facts, and even here re-
quiring qualification, are applied by the educated
minority, and by their newspapers, to a society
which, through nine-tenths of its structure, belongs
to the thirteenth century of the West.

The points which I have attempted to establish.